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-r* I am assured on good authority that he talks of 10,000,000 rix ^Uars for the first campaign, and 7,000,000 for every succeeding ic." ' Rumour, then, saw in Gustavus not merely a knight errant, i-it a shrewd bargainer; and we now know that he had come to >rnc secret understanding with Catharine. By methods not very :iusual in that age, the British Embassy at Stockholm managed > procure and decipher a letter of the Swedish monarch to his Avoy nt London, Baron Nolckcn, dated ?th December 1790. i it he expressed regret and annoyance that England still 3pt a large fleet ready for service in the Baltic, and urged olckeu to point out that the British ships would find great EfRculty in procuring provisions in that sea, as Sweden must ifuse them.3 The experience of our sailors, especially in the snrs 1810-11, has since corroborated that statement.
This was not all. Gustavus was then revolving a grandiose rojcct for the invasion of Normandy by Swedish and Russian 'oops, in order to crush the Krench Revolution. Catharine umourcd the notion, more, it would seem, with the aim of pro-scting herself from British warships than of re-establishing .ouis XVI;3 for, as was often to appear, her royalist heroics tsvcr led to definite action. To the Tancrcd of the North, how-vor, her friendship seemed all important; and it was therefore ossiblc that, in the interests of monarchy, he might add his uot to hers. Pitt had cause to fear such a hostile combination; >r on I ith February 1791 Ewart assured him that the Empress f Russia was convinced, "since her peace with Sweden, that no • ritish fleet could operate in tho Baltic with any success, and \at the [British] Minister would risk the loss of his popularity y such an expedition."4 Her surmise was to be justified by vents. Nevertheless, Pitt cherished the hope of browbeating Lu.iaia; and, as the sequel will show, this would have given to :io hard-pressed Poles a precious time of reprieve. For ft was oL so much Turlecy as Poland whose fortunes were at stake. "he events of the years 1791, 1792, virtually decided the doom f that interesting people, and opened to the Muscovites the ^ay into the heart of Europe. As we saw in Chapter XXIII, the Prusso-Polish treaty of
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